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In May, 2011 it was discovered that there are “rogue planets” orbiting 
out there which are not attached to any star.  They are “nomadic” and 
untethered.  Our solar system of course includes planets which circle 
and are held in place by, the Sun.  These others have no ties of that 
kind. 

I think of them as homeless planets, loners, each the size of Jupiter, 
sailing aimlessly across the universe.  Osaka University discovered 
them and the theory is that they were thrown off their orbits by large 
stars, who just cast them off like so much rubble. 

The more I read of these things, phenomena that do not measure up 
with how physics thinks it is supposed to be, the happier I am.  
Because I’m not sure that God is as interested in order as we are. 
When I look at nature in its natural state, it looks messy, or at least a 
lot messier than a garden. 

In the new year, let’s ask ourselves if we spend more time on 
structuring people and things than loving them, in all their untidiness.  
Especially in churches, I’ve discovered.  Churches that are too orderly 
rarely grow…….in fact growth is the messiest thing a church can do.  
New people, parking lots overflowing, not enough chairs, not enough 
rooms.  I’ve know these things all my ministry.  Think about having it 
here. 

 

 Pastor Phil Hazelton                    
 (excuse me, that’s too neat: “interim” pastor, fill‐in pastor) 
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January 2 Doug Addis & Jeff Stout 

January 5 Valerie Holloway 

January 6 Tyler Holcomb 

January 8 Phil Hazelton 

January 9 Brad Pearson 

January 10 Shari Nicely 

January 11 Eric Holloway 

January 13 Randy Warner  

January 15 Alex Merecicky 

January 16 Linda Landis 

January 17  Judy Auer 

January 19 Pamela Hamilton 

January 20 Keith Pratt 

January 22 Caroline Gute  

January 22 Tyler Nelson  

January 23 Amanda Cochran  

January 24 Jim Bickley 

January 25 Morgan Murley 

January 27 Marilyn Williams 

January 28 Mike Van Zandbergen 

January 29 Patrick Metzger & Nancy Pratt 

January 31 Mindy Diltz 

 

Multiplying Joys * Dividing Sorrows  

• How wonderful the Baby Grand 
Piano sounded during our Christmas 
services!  Thanks to John 
Cunningham for coming up with this 
fantastic way to remember Judy 
Wisner.  It is so fitting that the 
warmth that washes over us from 
this instrument can evoke Judy's 
smile and her sense of humor.  She is 
still with us in the music that 
enriches our souls!   

• Brent asks that we continue to pray 
for his brother, Greg.  Brent and Zack 
are headed out to Missouri 
tomorrow.  Traveling mercies for my 
boys. 

• Continued prayers for Marilyn, 
Ralph's sister, who has a rare form of 
cancer.   

• Nancy requests continued prayers 
for her mother and for Anna.   

• Prayers for our church as we do 
some soul searching and find out 
what direction we are headed in 
2012 and beyond.  May God offer us 
good choices for leadership.  We 
thank God for bringing us Phil 
Hazelton to light our way in the 
wilderness! 

We had a double dose of blessings with the arrival of 
Marshall John and Heidi Lynn Rice on December 10th born 
to parents, Chris and Jessica Rice. 

Nathan and Krissy Fisher are 
elated to announce that they 
had a beautiful and healthy 
baby girl on December 1st! 
Her name is Sophie Ann 
Fisher.   
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Thank you to our retiring  officers for their faithful service!  
Elders:  Charlotte Coomer, Patrick Metzger, Elizabeth Reichley & Dave Williamson 
Deacons: Susan Davis, Jennifer McCann, Scott Reichley 

Seasons of Change and Leadership Change 
By the Worship Committeee 

Congratulations to our newly elected officers!  
Elders:  Eric Buck,  Mary Ann Corbin,  Laura Monteith, Deb Sundheimer, & Jean Life  
Deacons: Barb Byrum, Chris Coombs and Brent Davis  

Seasons are a visible reminder of change.  Fall turning to Winter and Winter turning to Spring bring dramatic 
changes in temperature and weather that are kind of hard to miss.  Likewise, for most people, New Years Eve 
celebrations make the change from one calendar year to the next equally hard to miss.  But less noticeable 
are some of the changes that occur when a season ends on a different schedule from the calendar year. 
 
One such example is the Liturgical year, which actually begins with the season of Advent.  The Church New 
Year begins on the Sunday that falls nearest Nov. 30, which this year was on Nov. 27.  While that Sunday 
begins advent, it can spring up on most people…”Surprise it’s a new year”!  While some activities like the 
Communion schedule and annual themes for our Worship services start and end in November, many other 
activities follow the calendar year.  One example of this is the Installation and Ordination of New Elders and 
Deacons, whose terms of service begin in January.    But who are Elders and Deacons and what do they do? 
 
Elders and Deacons are people elected from the church congregation and ordained for this service.  In our 
church, a nominating committee is appointed by the Session and approved by the congregation.  This 
committee identifies and nominates candidates who will become Elders and Deacons, with candidates 
approved by the congregation at a congregational meeting.  Once ordained (in a service by the laying on of 
hands) these people serve for a fixed terms (generally three years), although they retain their ordination for 
life. 
 
Elders make decisions regarding the administration and governance of the church.  Generally there are 
twelve elders that form a ruling committee called the Session, which is moderated by the pastor.  All elders 
have an equal vote in the session, and typically one or more elders will lead the various committees that 
support the administrative work of the church.  Committees include, but are not limited to:  Christian 
Education, Membership, Mission, Stewardship and Worship. 
 
Deacons generally administer to the welfare of the congregation.  However, it is the duty of deacons to 
minister to those who are in need, especially to the sick and to any who may be in distress both within and 
beyond the community of faith.  Their function as set forth in Scripture is one of sympathy, witness, and 
service after the example of Jesus Christ. 
 
Elders and Deacons may also assume other duties as may be delegated to them 
from time to time by the session or pastor, such as leading the people in worship through prayers, reading 
the Scriptures, presenting the gifts of the people and assisting 
with the Lord’s Supper. 
 
While the entire congregation has these similar responsibilities, the Elders and Deacons contribute a 
substantial amount of time and energy in the service of the Church.  Please keep all of our (past and current) 
Elders and Deacons in your prayers and during January, please make an opportunity to thanks our retiring 
leaders for there service. 
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Detailed financial 
statements can be  

found  
in the kiosk. 

Financial News 

Contributions for inclusion on 
your 2011 giving statement 
must be received 
by 2:00PM Tuesday, January 
3rd.  If you have any ques‐
tions about where you stand 
on your yearly pledge, your 
capital campaign pledge, or 
the tax benefits of donating 
appreciated stock, please con‐
tact Patrick Metzger at 733‐
3749 or 
pametzger@columbus.rr.com.

Record of Our Faithfulness 

Year To Date Through November 2011 

Excluding Bright Hope for Tomorrow Campaign 

   ACTUAL  BUDGET  VARIANCE 

INCOME       

 Cong. giving   $     201,931    $     200,332    $         1,599  

 Fundraising            11,543             20,017              (8,474) 

 Other operating            32,552             31,880                  672  

TOTAL INCOME          246,026           252,229              (6,203) 

        

EXPENSES       

 Property          111,912           113,639              (1,727) 

 Personnel          123,259           129,793              (6,534) 

 Fundraising              8,939             15,827              (6,888) 

 Other operating            33,731             30,815               2,916  

TOTAL EXPENSES          277,842           290,074            (12,232) 

        

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS   $      (31,816)   $      (37,845)   $         6,029  
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The next Max 
& Erma’s 
Fundraiser 
night is 
Thursday, 
January 5th!  This fundraiser is a joint 
fundraiser with Plain City Presbyterian 
Church that will benefit our Mission 
Committees to fund the mission trip our 
churches take in the summer. The 
mission trip committee will receive 20% 
of our sales.  The location is 411 Metro 
Place North in Dublin.  See you there! 

Stewardship Report 
The 2012 Stewardship Campaign is off to a great start!  As of December 11, 2011, we have received financial 
commitments of $171,936.00. 
 
Unfortunately, this still leaves us short of our goal of $238,000.00.  We need to raise $66,064.00 more to 
meet our goal and to maintain DPC's current programs. 
 
If you have not yet made a financial commitment for 2012, please send in your pledge.  Pledge cards are 
available in the pews, at the Connections Center, from Laura Monteith (the Stewardship Committee chair), or 
you may send an e‐mail to Patrick Metzger, the financial secretary.  Patrick's e‐mail address is:  
pametzger@columbus.rr.com. 
 
If you have already pledged, thank you! 

Mission Self-Study 
Before we can begin a search for a new pastor, the congregation must go through a self‐study to help us dis‐
cern where we have been as a church and who we are now.  The study is required  by the presbytery.  This 
discernment of course is crucial as a pastoral search committee tries to determine what kind of person to 
seek as the new pastor. 

Work will begin this month on that self‐study.  A committee appointed by the Session to lead us in this task is 
Caroline Buchanan, Brent Davis, Rich Ferguson, Joanne Goza, Ralph LeVan, Jennifer McCann, and Doug 
Spaulding, with Phil Hazelton as an ex‐officio member.  This is NOT the pastoral search committee,  which will 
be elected by the congregation when the self‐study is completed and approve by presbytery. 

New Grand Piano 
Thanks to the generosity of a donor, we have a new baby 
grand piano in our sanctuary, which got its first use on Christ‐
mas Eve.  The piano was given in memory of the late Judy 
Wisner.  If you’d like to help with the fund which has been set 
up, please contact the church office.  Randy Warner and a 
small committee shopped for, tested, and chose this Baldwin 
instrument. 

Ink Cartridge Recycling Is A Big Success 
 Thanks for all the members that contributed ink 
cartridges to our recycling campaign.  A huge 
success!    
Keep those empty ink cartridges 
coming!  There is a donation box in the 
Narthex on the Connection Center. 
 
Thanks! 
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Our January meeting will be a fun one as we will be 
reading and reviewing Jean Life's book, Life in China, 
My Story.  The meeting will be Wednesday, January 
11, 2012, 11:30 AM at Barb Nelson’s house. 
Everyone will bring their own brown bag lunch.  

Mark your calendars. The author will be in attendance! 

New Member Class! 

A new member class is 
being held after Service on 
April 1st.  Please contact 
the office if you are 
interested. 

NIGHT OWLS’ BOOK CLUB   
The club will be meeting at Mara VanVliet’s house on January 12th at 7:00 to watch the 
movie Water for Elephants. 

Evening Women’s Bible Study, The Bad Girls of the Bible Continues… 
Since this group meets only once a month (last Monday of the month), we still find ourselves studying those 
bad girls in the Bible that help bring God’s message to us.  We plan to meet twice in January since we missed 
December.  The next classes are the fourth Monday, Jan. 23, as well as the last (fifth) Monday, Jan. 30, at 
7:00 PM in the Fireside Room.  
Anyone interested in joining the group is welcome; no prerequisites required.  We will begin on Jan. 23 with 
Rahab.  Books can be available by borrowing from someone who has finished the fall afternoon class.  For a 
contact, ask Barb Blanke. 

Afternoon Ladies Bible Study  
The study will begin the study, "Living with Passion & Purpose" ‐ the book of Luke by Elizabeth George, on 
Monday January 9, 2012 from 12:30 to 2:30 in the Fireside Room. A sign up sheet will be available at the Con‐
nections Center.  All ladies are welcome to enjoy this relaxed study group. Any questions contact Sharon 
Hayes. 

Church School Resumes Sunday January 8 
The fun continues on January 8!  The gathering time is 9:15 with music following at 9:25, then the group of 
children in grades K – 5 travel together to storytelling where they act out, read, or listen to the message and 
story of the day.  Following the story, the children travel to a variety if stations where they might solve word 
puzzles, create a craft or play a game.  There is something for everyone and every age.   
There is also a class for preschoolers and childcare in the nursery.  Older youth (grades 6‐12) are encouraged 
to help as leaders and chaperones at the children’s stations unless a youth event is scheduled.  The adult 
class is also open to any youth interested in the discussion. 
Topics for the winter months in church school are about discipleship – what it means to be “called” and what 
to expect when we decide to follow Jesus.  Come and join the fun! 
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FEBRUARY: 

Sunday, Feb. 5, SOUPER Bowl Collection. Youth will hold soup caldrons at the doors after worship collecting 
donations to fight hunger.  After the collection, the youth will count the money and report the amount to 
Souper Bowl on line…and the gifts collected will go to the Dublin Food Pantry.  Be at worship by 10:15 AM to 
organize and get caldrons ready.  Then during the last hymn gather at the exits and doors to collect funds. 

Friday evening – Sunday morning…Feb. 10‐12, Camp Akita Presbytery Youth Retreat… more details com‐
ing, but plan to attend; this is a great experience and one youth look forward to every year.  Meet at church 
for traveling down to Camp Akita (just south of Lancaster) in the Hocking Hills on Friday evening by 6:00 PM.  
Pack warm clothes, toiletries and a sleeping bag.  Come to meet new friends, play games, worship infor‐
mally, and share in small group activities.  It’s FUN!  We will be back for pick up at the church by 11:30 AM 
Sunday morning.  There is a cost and consent forms will be issued closer to the time.  Invite a friend to join 
you! 

Sunday, January 8, Ice Skating (or sledding 
if there is snow!)…meet at Dublin Presbyterian Church by 1:15 PM.  Cost is $10 for public skate 
and skate rental.  We will car pool to the Chiller Dublin and skate for a couple of hours; then back 
to church around 3:45 or 4 PM for pick up. 

If it snows and we can go sledding, meet at the same time as above, bring a sled and dress appropriately.  
And if anyone knows the best place to go sledding, share the information. 

Drivers needed for transporting youth to the rink or to sledding.  Plus each youth participant needs a consent 
form for the designated event – please pick one up at the church or ask Barb Blanke to email one to you, if 
you have not already received one. 

Friday, January 13, Dublin Food Pantry…Help stock shelves.  Meet at the Dublin Food Pantry at 
81 W. Bridge Street (lower level Dublin Community Church) in the heart of old Dublin by 5:30 PM.  Then we 
will head across the street for pizza at Donatos – bring a few $ ‐ and parents are welcome to pick up at Dona‐
tos around 7:30 PM – or come and join us for pizza.  Please RSVP (Barb, 271‐4452 cell).  If someone needs 
transportation, call Barb. Also…BRING a few canned goods for the pantry. 

Sunday, January 15, Cooking & Serving Lunch at the Ronald McDonald 
House, 

The church will be invited to bring in prepared soups, hamburger and buns for the youth to 
make “sloppy joe” meat during the Sunday school time (9:15 – 10:15 AM).  Then the youth will transport the 
soup and sandwiches downtown and serve them to families staying at the R.M.H.  The group will return 
around 1:00 PM.  Another driver may be needed to help transport and serve.  Please RSVP (Barb, 271‐4452 
cell) 

Saturday, January 28 – Sunday, January 29, LOCK–IN and SKY ZONE, Meet at Dublin 
Presbyterian Church by 7:45 PM Saturday evening; pick up Sunday morning by 8:00 AM.  Bring snacks to 
share, $13 for SKY ZONE and their waiver plus the church consent form.  Forms and waivers available at the 
church or ask Barb to email them to you.  You may also want to bring sleeping bag, toiletries, lounge wear – 
and remember to wear socks for the Zone! 
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CONFIRMATION CLASS – 8th GRADERS 
January is the month we begin confirmation classes for our 8th graders.  This is a time for young people to ex‐
plore the history of the church, discover new understandings about the denomination and the operation of 
the Presbyterian Church, and ask questions about faith.  The hope is for our youth to grow and deepen their 
faith and make the decision to join as an active and voting member of the Dublin Presbyterian Church in the 
spring.   
The first confirmation class will probably be the last Sunday of January, on the 29th, and we have in the past 
met at 4:00 PM for an hour and a half.  This year Barb Blanke will join with Don Hilkerbaumer to lead the 
classes and the youth from Plain City will join with our Dublin youth.  A letter will go out in the new year to 
give all the details, so please watch for it. 

LOGOS – S.S. Steward-Ship Sets Sail Again - January 10 
The second session for the Tuesday after school program for children in grades K‐5 will begin on January 10 
at 4:30 PM.  The schedule includes snack, games, crafts, singing, Bible study and a delicious dinner with fel‐
lowship and activities.  New‐comers welcome.  This second session runs through March 13. Tuesday’s 
schedule is 4:30 snack and recreation, then at 4:40 the two age groups alternate Bible study and worship 
skills, and finally the participants all come together for dinner, fellowship and a fun activity at 5:45 PM.  The 
program ends at 6:30 PM.  New registrants may see Barb Nelson or Barb Blanke or call the church office.  
The S. S. Steward Ship sets sail to new ports of call in the new year as we look at stewardship toward others 
and the ministry of Jesus. 
 
An Opportunity to Help…Please Help! 
On Sunday morning, January 15, the youth of our church will make sloppy joes to take to the Ronald 
McDonald House for the families whose children are sick.  Lunch is served buffet style for 70 – 80 people.  
Your help is needed!  We need “prepared ahead” soups in crock pots, hamburger for the sloppy joes, 
hamburger buns, and bottles of ketchup.  If you are willing to help by donating any of these listed items, 
please sign up at the connections center or call Barb Blanke, 891‐4452 (home).  And Thank You! 
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Thanks to all who 
participated in the 
Christmas pageant and 
made it a wonderful 
success!!! 
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DPConnects is a directory of businesses and services of the members of Dublin Presbyterian Church.  It is 
published for the information of our members.  Frequency of publication depends on interest and up‐
dates.  If you have questions or comments, please contact Tasha Schrock (dpc@dublinpresbyterian.org) 

Babysitting: 

 I am a junior at  Jerome High School and I am 
16 years old.  

I am looking for opportunities to baby‐sit your 
children.   I am Red Cross certified in CPR and 
First Aid. 

You can contact me at 336‐0397. 

Rebecca Youngs 

Eric P. Buck, DDS 

5142 Blazer Parkway 

Dublin, OH 43017 

614‐792‐1800 

www.distinctive‐smiles.com 

 

 

Babysitting: 

 I am a  7th grader at Karrer Middle School and 
I am 12 years old.  

I am looking for opportunities to baby‐sit or be 
a Mother’s helper.   I am Red Cross Babysitting 
Certified.   You can contact me at 614‐707‐
7427.    

                    

614-753-6793 allaboutpetservices@gmail.com 
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DUBLIN 
PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH 

We’re on the web: 
www.dublinpresbyterian.org 

A growing, family-oriented congregation 
that seeks to serve God in the Greater Dub-
lin community. 

5775 Dublinshire Dr. 
Dublin, OH 43017 
Tel: 614.793.8694 
Fax: 614.799.1375 

Email: dpc@dublinpresbyterian.org 

Phil Hazelton, Interim Pastor 
Randy Warner, Director of Music Ministries                                                         
Barb Blanke, Director of Program Ministries                        

Sunday Worship Schedule 

Sunday School, 9:15 —10:15 AM 
Worship, 10:30 AM 

Newsletter Editors: 

Tasha Schrock 

Contact us: 

dpc@dublinpresbyterian.org 

DUBLIN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
5775 Dublinshire Dr. 
Dublin, OH 43017 

 

1/1/2012 Happy New Year 

1/5/2012 Max & Erma’s Fundraiser 

1/6/2012 Judy Wisner’s Funeral 

1/8/2012 Youth Ice Skating 

1/10/2012 LOGOS Begins 

1/13/2011 Youth Help at the Food Pantry 

1/15/2011 Serve lunch @ Ronald McDonald House 

1/28-29/2011 Youth Lock-in 


